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CANAL ROCKS BOAT RAMP — CLOSURE 

929. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the Minister for Environment: 

I refer to a report recently commissioned by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions into the 
future of the Canal Rocks boat ramp and a recommendation to close the facility due to safety concerns. 

(1) When will the boat ramp be closed? 

(2) Will the minister table the specific advice in relation to potential liability provided by RiskCover; and, if 
not, why not? 

(3) In the Canal Rocks jetty safety in design report, M P Rogers and Associates claim that the boat ramp does 
not meet Australian Standard 3962–2001, which is a standard for the design of marinas, not boat ramps, 
so why is Australian Standard 4997–2005 for the design of maritime structures, which is a standard 
clearly written for the design of boat ramps, not being referenced? 

(4) Given widespread community objection, will the minister at least commit to keeping the boat ramp open 
during the peak summer period while other viable options are investigated? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) Current public access arrangements for the Canal Rocks boat ramp and facility will remain in place until 
a decision regarding the most appropriate management response is determined. 

(2) The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions is currently seeking advice on whether 
this information can be made public. 

(3) The Australian standard reference was determined by independent consultants M P Rogers and 
Associates, who are experts in their field. The City of Busselton is currently undertaking a peer review of 
the M P Rogers and Associates report. This review will be considered prior to making a final decision. 
I note the Australian standard is the same as has been used and accepted in previous boating facility 
studies commissioned by the City of Busselton. 

(4) Noting the safety concerns that have been raised, the state government has a responsibility and duty of 
care to ensure that the most appropriate management actions are in place at Canal Rocks. 

Member, I will not read the last sentence of the answer because there is only half of what should be there. In terms 
of that ramp, community safety is paramount. We will wait for advice from the peer review and then take action 
accordingly. 
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